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of the trade with India. From Berenike the goods were
carried by land to Koptos, a city three miles distant from
the Nile, but which had a communication with that river
by means of a navigable canal, and thence carried down
the stream to Alexandria. In this channel the inter-
course between the East and West continued to be carried
on during two hundred and fifty years. The Indian
trading ships, sailing from Berenike, took their course
along the Arabian shore to the promontory Syagros (Ras-
* Fartak), whence they followed the coast of Persia, either
to Pattala (Tatta) at the head of the lower delta of the
Indus, or to some other emporium on the west coast of
India.

Egypt, by the superiority of her naval forces, held the
undisputed control of the Indian trade, and that portion
of it which had been formerly carried up the Persian Gulf,
and thence by the old trade routes along the Euphrates
and Tigris rivers, ceased to be conveyed in that direction
in anything like the same proportions as before. The
commodities destined for the supply of the more northern
provinces were conveyed on camels from the banks of
the Indus to the Oxus river, down which they were
carried to the Caspian Sea, and distributed, partly by
land carriage and partly by navigable rivers, through
the different countries bounded on the one hand by the
Caspian, and on the other by the Black Sea.

During this period, Carthaginian vessels were largely
occupied in the conveyance of Indian products from Alex-
andria to the different ports in the Mediterranean, and,
beyond the pillars of Hercules, to the western coast of the
Iberian peninsula. But the Roman Empire was now
rising to power, and desired to possess itself of that
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